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“And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar 
from Heaven and said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar?  Fear not, for God 

has heard the voice of the boy where he is.’”  Gen 21:17 

Instead of relying on God to come through on his promise, Abraham had a 
child with a servant.  Now that the child was born, mother and child had 
been discarded.  This troubled both Hagar and Abraham.  The sin of 
Abraham and Sarah had resulted in a child who was now seemingly 
unwanted and sent away.  Problems created by sin couldn’t be escaped back 
then either.  The good news is that God still had plans. 

God came to Abraham and told him not to worry.  The child would go on to 
lead a nation just like Issac.  The same God also reassured Hagar that the 
child would go on to father a nation and that God would be with him.  At this 
point in history, becoming a nation was a really big deal.  Having the promise 
that God would make that happen for your child was an even bigger deal.  
There is an amazing irony at work here.  God saw the sin of Abraham and 
Sarah and he hated that sin.  That is God.  He hates sin.  However, God took 
the result of that sin and blessed it to the point of becoming a nation.  Only a 
loving God could give grace to the sinners and then bless the results of that 
sin.   

That same irony makes me wonder.  Are there parts of my life that are the 
same?  When I look around do I see things that God has blessed despite 
them being results of sin?  The truth is that I do.  I see undeserved blessing 
all over my life.  I’m sure I’m not alone.  God takes things that we’ve screwed 
up blesses them for his purpose.  We don’t deserve it but it sure is a real 
thing in our lives. 

Action:  Take the time to recognize the parts of your life that God has 
blessed no matter how little you deserved the blessing.  Rest in knowing that 
God thinks so much of you that he forgives, restores, and blesses. 

Prayer:  Thank God in prayer for what he has done in your life.  Thank him for 
all the blessings and grace. 


