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“Then the Lord said, ‘You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it there.  It 
came quickly and died quickly.  But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual 

darkness, not to mention the animals, shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?’” 

In Jonah chapter four we see Jonah angry with God because he did not punish the people of 

Nineveh.  Instead, God chose grace for them instead.  This wasn’t good enough for Jonah.   
Jonah was fine with grace for himself but not for his enemies.  Jonah’s anger boiled over into a 
big temper tantrum.  As ridiculous as he acts, his behavior isn’t all that different from our own.   

We often pray and do not get the answers we want from God.  The truth is that we do get 
angry with God because things do not go our way.  We often see the sin of others and the first 
thing we think is that those people deserve God’s judgement.  We especially have these 

thoughts when those sins are different than ours.  The problem is that our thoughts and moods 
are often vastly different than God’s.   

Far too often I hear a fellow believer say something like, “Did you hear what they did now?”  
These are Christians who are angry about what another group of people have done, and they 
are already planning what they are going to say or do to counter.  Sadly, the first thing on their 

minds is how they are going to repay the other group for what they have said or done.  Often, 
as Christians, we would like to see judgement over grace just like Jonah.   

It isn’t supposed to be “Us vs Them.”  It’s supposed to “Us for Them.”  To Jesus, the lost are 
the most important.  They should be to us too. 

Action:  Practice grace this week.  Intentionally seek out someone who needs grace (remember 
that those who need grace the most, deserve it the least) and do your best to serve them.   

Prayer:  Ask God to show you the people who need grace and not judgement.  Ask God to 
soften your heart to them.  


