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Picture yourself being called by God be an evangelist.  Sounds good so far, right?  We all have 
the call to show the love of Christ and live the life that he did.  Now, what if God called you to 
be an evangelist but gave you a specific location?  Let’s say God told you to evangelize in 
Afghanistan to members of Isis.  That might change your response a little bit.  You would 
probably go from a place of excitement to a place of disinterest.  You definitely wouldn’t want 
to go now.  And that would be an understandable response.  That would probably end 
tragically.  And after all, we have jobs and families.  Luckily, God rarely needs to send us far 
from our own home to find the lost.   

In Jonah’s case the situation was that bad.  In the time of the writing of Jonah, Nineveh was a 
dangerous and hostile place.  At this point in history, the nation you lived in determined 
religion you followed.  Ironically, Nineveh’s god was a big ole fish.  The hostility toward Jonah 
would have indeed put his life in danger.  By human standards, Jonah made the right decision 
by heading the opposite direction.  I can’t blame him, I probably would have done the same 
thing.  Jonah probably had the same questions we do when God wants us to do something.  
Why?  How?  When?  Is there a book to teach me how to be successful in these situations?  Has 
anyone else done this so I can talk to them and see what worked and what didn’t?  Poor Jonah 
didn’t have the convenience of printed scripture, a smartphone, Google, Siri, YouTube, or even 
a 411 call.  Jonah would be heading into his own unknown and that is scary.  He did not want 
to go. 

What is real is that God is calling Tapestry as a whole, into the unknown.  God is also calling us 
as individuals into action in our own lives.  We don’t always know what God is asking of us but 
sadly, a lot of the time we do.  We know what God wants and we go the opposite direction just 
like Jonah.  In our minds it makes sense.  We don’t know how or its too dangerous or we don’t 
know how to manage our lives and add that on or we are just plain afraid to or we simply don’t 
want to go, and the list goes on and on.  But, in the midst of our excuses and sound reasoning, 
God is still there.  God is still asking us to step into his plan for us.   

It is okay to be concerned and even a bit afraid to follow God’s lead.  Its unknown territory after 
all.  It is never easy, but it is rewarding.  God does have a plan for every one of us and he will 
relentlessly pursue us until we walk in it.   

Action:  Take time to consider what God is asking of you.  Consider God’s direction for all areas 
of your life. 

Prayer:  Ask God to show you what he wants for your life.  Pray that he shows you where he is 
leading you in all your circles of accountability.  Ask God to take you from a place of “I don’t 
want to go” to a place of “Where you go I will follow.”


