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“Isaac turned to Abraham and said, ‘Father?’  ‘Yes my son?’  Abraham replied.  ‘We 
have the fire and the wood,’ the boy said, ‘but where is the sheep for the burnt 
offering?’  ‘God will provide a sheep for the burnt offering, my son,’ Abraham 

answered.  And they both walked on together.” Gen 22:7-8 

In the time of Abraham it was common to hear of child or infant sacrifice.  False 
gods would receive sacrifices of kids or babies and it was almost a normal 
occurrence within the evil of the day.  What seems barbaric and unspeakable now 
was really happening back in Abraham’s day.  So, when Abraham heard the words 
“sacrifice your son,” it didn’t sound totally out of the ordinary.  Except, Abraham 
served the one true God. 

If I had been Abraham, I would have been upset, confused, and full of doubt about 
my God.  Why would he ask me to do something so horrific?  This kind of thing is 
completely opposed to his character.  Abraham seemed to take a different 
approach.  He rolled with it.  He rolled with it so well that it seems like he intended 
on actually sacrificing his own son.  The thing is that Abraham knew God.  He knew 
God’s character and I think he knew he was being tested.   

In verse eight, Abraham gives a hint abut what he believes.  This verse is dead give 
away for me.  Isaac saw everything they needed for a sacrifice except the sheep.  
When Isaac asked his father about the sheep, Abraham’s told him the truth.  His 
response was literal, metaphoric, and prophetic.  Abraham said, “God will provide 
the sheep…”  The word for sheep can also be translated to “lamb.”  He knew that 
God would provide the sacrifice.  Abraham knew that God would provide the lamb.  
He knew that God would provide. 

This story isn’t about a dad who was willing to sacrifice his own son to appease God.  
This passage is not about being so devoted to God that you would be willing to kill 
your child.  This passage is about God providing.  Not only is it about God 
providing the immediate sacrifice under the old covenant, the story was prophetic 
too.  Abraham knew the true character of God and he knew his own character.  He 
knew that God had to provide the sacrifice.  God had to provide his own son as a 
final sacrifice.  In this provision, God lovingly takes the work out of our hands, and 
does the work for us.   

Action/Prayer:  Thank God for who he is.  Thank God for being the provider.  Thank 
God for giving us Jesus.   
  


