
To Die is Gain 

Phil. 1:23 “...My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.” 

Do you get excited about the thought of Heaven?  Do you take the time to imagine what 
Heaven will be like?  I’ll admit that I don’t think about Heaven often enough.  Not only do I 
not get excited enough about Heaven, my default image of Heaven is far from accurate.  The 
images people have created about Heaven have been a bit too abstract.  Those abstract 
images can cause limited excitement about the afterlife.  Somewhere along the way we got 
the impression that Heaven will consist of spirits floating around in the clouds, singing hymns, 
and dodging a few Cherub arrows every thousand years or so.  We have this picture entirely 
wrong.  God has something far better in store for us.    

In Philippians chapter one, Paul tells us that his desire is to depart and be with Christ.  Paul 
knew that if he died in prison that his heart’s desire would be fulfilled.  Paul’s own words 
were, “to die is gain.”  Paul got it.  Even in the incomplete state of his spirit returning to 
God, he would gain.  Paul longed for his spirit to be with the Lord.  If that was a major desire 
for him, I can only imagine the excitement the resurrection must have caused him.  In the 
resurrection we will not be disembodied spirits.  Our spirit and our body will be one again, 
living in perfection.  Not only will our bodies be perfected, we will live in community and be 
living with Jesus.  Imagine a day with no disease, no hurt, no pain, no heartbreak, no 
hopelessness, no sin, and no evil.  I’m talking about living a real life immersed in the joy of 
the immeasurable love of Jesus.  Heaven will be the return of paradise.  That is good news 
and that should excite us! 

Action:  Consider that Paul looked at death as a gain.  Take time to think about what living 
and interacting with Jesus will be like.  Also, process what that means for your mission today.  
Excitement is contagious.   

Prayer:  Ask Jesus to continue to change how you think and feel about heaven.       


