
 

Ephesians 2:1-9 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith.” – the Apostle Paul 

I didn’t understand what a Pope was.  I knew he dressed super weird and had a really high 
hat.  That was all I knew about the Pope.  I only knew that much because the Pope had been 
shot.  There was an assassination attempt and the Pope had taken four bullets.  In 1981, the 
Pope getting shot dominated the evening news.  Even as a kid, I knew it was a big deal.  The 
evening news reported on the Pope’s condition all the way through his recovery.  However, 
the most amazing part of the story did not get as much coverage.  After his recovery, the 
Pope visited the shooter in jail.  The Pope reached for his hand, called him brother, and told 
him he was already forgiven.  That was an example of extreme grace.   

In the letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul wrote “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast.”  Paul was making the point that our salvation is a gift.  The grace that God 
has shown to us is a gift and that we did nothing to earn or deserve it.  That is what makes 
the gift of grace so amazing.  Jesus knew our hearts and made the sacrifice anyway.  His love 
for us is unimaginable.  

Imagine how the Pope’s shooter must have felt when the Pope came to visit.  He probably felt 
confused, nervous, guilty, ashamed, and shocked.  The shooter had been forgiven and did 
nothing to deserve or earn it.  I mean, who does that?  Who forgives people after they try to 
murder them.  Who has people trying to kill them and then counts them as a brother?   

I don’t know that I could have shown the amount of love it takes to forgive someone who 
tried to kill me.  I for sure couldn’t show the unimaginable love that Jesus did when paid the 
ultimate price for us.  

ACTION: Take time today to reflect on the unimaginable grace that Jesus has provided. 

PRAYER: Thank God for the deep unconditional love that He has for you. Pray that He would 
continue to reveal Himself to you.


