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“Abraham introduced his wife, Sarah, by saying, ‘She is my sister.’  So King Abimelech 
of Gerar sent for Sarah and had her brought to him at his palace.”  Gen 20:2 

When God sent Abraham, he didn’t tell Abraham where to go.  Abraham left with the 
simplest instruction.  Just go.  So, Abraham went.  This was a massive leap of faith for 
Abraham because he not only had no direction, but he was also leaving his tribe.  
Making that kind of move was dangerous.  In this culture your tribe was your 
protection.  Safety wasn’t on Abraham’s side.  He was also leaving behind family.  
Abraham and Sarah were on the road without a destination.  More than likely, their 
family and friends thought they were crazy.  Going under these circumstances took an 
enormous amount of faith. 

Ironically, at the first sign of trouble, Abraham chose control over faith.  He thought that 
he could handle a tough situation without relying on God.  He chose to rely on himself.  
Abraham basically said “take my wife” to ensure safe passage for the two of them.  
This one small sleight of hand caused quite a bit of problems for them and the King.  
It’s interesting how quickly people can go from completely trusting God to trying 
handle situations on their own.  Abraham was certainly not exempt from this problem.   

It’s a tough lesson to learn but the truth is that we can’t have control and have faith.  
The two can not coexist.  We can either have faith that God will provide, or we can try 
to control situations ourselves.  Situations can be challenging, scary, and exhausting, 
especially when it seems like God isn’t providing enough instruction.  These are the 
times that we need to seek God before all else. 

Action:  Consider situations in your life that are challenging right now.  Where are you 
trying to take full control when you need God to come through for you? 

Prayer:  Ask God for his control and direction for those situations.  Pray also for 
courage to have faith instead of control.   


